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Abstract

The purpose of this study isto uncover patterns of habitat use by diving waterbirds foraging within
potholesin relationship to water depth, submergent vegetation, benthic invertebrate biomass and size, and
benthic compactness and particle size. The study will focus on habitat use on the scale of the individual
pothole and will seek to explain observed patternsin habitat use by comparing habitat variablesto
morphological features of diving waterfow!| species. Habitat use information can lead to a better

understanding of the habitat needs of diving ducks and how to best manage aquatic habitats for these
species.



